[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]






BLOG or Newsletter Content

Headline: CALIFORNIA AWARDS 5+ MILLION CHILDREN $2+ BILLION IN CALKIDS SCHOLARSHIPS

Sub-headline: CalKIDS Makes College and Career Training More Accessible for California Children


Over the past three years, California has awarded more than 5 million children with CalKIDS Scholarships worth more than $2.2 billion. All families need to do is claim them. This bold investment reflects the state’s deep commitment to its youth and unwavering belief in the power of higher education.

CalKIDS was developed to expand access to higher education statewide by fostering college-going mindsets and savings behaviors with California families through scholarship awards, ongoing education, and ScholarShare 529. The program is Administered by the ScholarShare Investment Board, and chaired by State Treasurer Fiona Ma.

Why it matters: Research shows that children with even $500 or less saved in their name are 3x more likely to enroll in college and 4x more likely to graduate. Building on this research, CalKIDS helps to uplift students and families with the greatest needs. By providing up to $175 for all children born in California on or after July 1st, 2022 and up to $1,500 for eligible students, CalKIDS turns early investment into lifelong opportunity.

“CalKIDS is an incredible resource for California families,” said Cassandra DiBenedetto, Executive Director. “Claiming a CalKIDS Scholarship is the easiest step forward on the path to higher education–whether that means college, trade school, technical, or vocational school.”

Claiming a CalKIDS Scholarship is quick and easy at CalKIDS.org. To claim a scholarship for a child born on or after July 1, 2022 parents will need their child’s birth certificate. To claim a student scholarship, families will need the student’s Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) which can be found on their school portal, transcript, report card, or by contacting the school directly.

It is important for families to claim their CalKIDS Scholarships as soon as possible because it has the potential to grow over time with their child. And when the time comes to pay for education expenses like tuition, books, supplies, or a laptop, a CalKIDS Scholarship can help make a big difference.

To learn more about CalKIDS, including eligibility and scholarship amounts, visit CalKIDS.org
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